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Commissioner Weller called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. Present at the meeting were 

Commissioner Weller, Commissioner Jensen, Commissioner Ackerson, Chief Eric Hewitt, 

Assistant Chief Gabriel Becklin, Secretary Gae Lembcke, Assistant Secretary Danielle Jones, 

Dean Bell, Kelly Bell, Billy Burt and Don Skare. 

 

Secretary Gae read the minutes from November 8th, 2022. Commissioner Weller made a motion 

to accept the minutes as read and Commissioner Ackerson seconded with the motion passing.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

Web Page: Our webpage is live and the errors were corrected. Minutes and Agendas for 2022 

are all uploaded. She will work with the Fire Prevention team to add some helpful things to the 

“Resources” tab on the website. 

 

New Truck: Billy Burt brought quotes for parts that are needed to equip the new truck. He had 

pre-approval at last month’s meeting to purchase. We need to add the lettering to the truck. Once 

the lettering is here, we can take the truck to Joe Pettersen to have it put on.  

 

Siren: Waiting on the new receiver.  Once it comes, Bill Ackerson was going to talk with the 

PUD to get the snow cap up there to install it.  

 

Training Props: Still there. No progress made. 

 

Bathroom at Republic Hall: MBH Electric ordered the new motor for the fan and it was 

installed. The toilet issue remains and needs fixed. Dean Bell said a new toilet will be around 

$300.00 for the long-gated toilet to keep the bathroom ADA approved.  

Motion made by Commissioner Ackerson to purchase a new toilet. Motion seconded by 

Commissioner Jensen with the motion passing. Dean Bell will go ahead and order the toilet.  

 

Snow Plowing and Removal: Commissioners discussed the snow being piled up in the parking 

lot again this year. Commissioner Ackerson said he talked to the city last year about not piling it 



up. He spoke with Digga Anderson who is no longer with the city. Commissioner Ackerson said 

he will talk to Rob Lightfoot about not piling snow up in our parking lot. 

 

Fire Prevention: Dean and Kelly Bell shared some cards that the Republic 2nd graders made 

thanking them for coming to their school during Fire Prevention Week. They stated that they feel 

like they are making a positive impact on our youth.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Fire hydrants: Dean and Kelly Bell have been working on digging the hydrants out of the snow 

in the Pine Grove area. While digging, they noticed 10 of the hydrants had flags and 20 of them 

did not, just in the Pine Grove area. They went ahead and priced out the flags and they are 

$26.00 each. They bolt on and contain a spring for give. Commissioners think it is a good idea to 

have them all marked for easy reference. 

Motion made by Commissioner Weller to purchase 40 flags for the hydrants in our district. 

Commissioner Ackerson seconded with the motion passing. 

 

Building Maintenance:  Chief Hewitt said he talked to Mike Jager with Tigertown Painting and 

Handyman. Chief will work to compile a list of things to be done, including the leak at the back 

door at the Republic Hall. 

 

RP18: Chief reached out to General Fire by email. No response. 

 

General Truck Maintenance: Chief Hewitt wants to reach out to our local mechanics about 

needing someone to do general maintenance on our trucks. He asked what would be required of a 

mechanic. Would they need to be licensed and bonded to do preventative stuff as oil changes on 

a schedule. Chief said breakdowns and big component stuff would still be contracted out of 

house.  

 

Fire Extinguishers:  Nothing new yet. 

 

Radio: Racom Corporation came and programmed the radios in 13. Don Skare presented an 

invoice for services. The10 radios purchased previously are working great. He was able to 

repurpose parts from the older Motorola’s. Don wants to make sure they are Bluetooth enabled 

and suggested we order 3 headsets if they are. He will work on gathering a quote for headsets 

and bring it the next meeting. Don also brought with him a quote for (2) spare batteries for the 

radios. Batteries are $115.00 each. 

 

Spokane Overhead Door: Chief Hewitt reached out about purchasing a piece of track for the 

doors. He said one piece should be enough for two or three doors. 

 

Purchase Requests:  Chief Hewitt presented a list of items needing to be purchased, such as: 

batteries (AA, C and 9V), 3 battery testers, Sawzall blades, Industrial Jampack, track for doors 

and spare batteries for radios. 

Motion made by Commissioner Weller for Eric to purchase the items needed. Motion 

seconded by Commissioner Jensen with the motion passing. 



 

Credit Card: Secretary Gae Lembcke asked if we could get another credit card in Assistant 

Secretary Danielle’s name and raise the limit for purchases. She said with the new chain of 

command the office is doing a lot more purchasing and is running into issues with having a 

5,000-dollar limit on her card. Gae said she talked with Shannon in the auditor’s office and was 

told the commissioners needed to approve another credit card and approve the increase in limit. 

Motion made by Commissioner Weller to get another Credit Card and raise the limit as deemed 

by the auditor’s office. commissioner Ackerson seconded, with the motion passing. 

 

Volunteer Recruitment Letter: Commissioners read the letter presented by RYAC and Ferry 

County Sunrise that they plan to run as an ad in the January Newspaper to our community. 

commissioners approved adding our logo to the letter. Secretary Danielle asked what logo is 

preferred. Chief Hewitt will work on turning the wanted logo into a PDF and send to Danielle to 

forward to Jeremiah Loftus for the letter.  

 

Commissioners went through the mail and vouchers. The vouchers November 1, 2022 through 

November 13, 2022 were approved and signed. 

 

Commissioner Weller made a motion to adjourn and Commissioner Jensen seconded with the 

motion passing. Meeting adjourned 6:45 PM.   

 

 

Next meeting will be January 10th at 5:30 PM. 

 

X
Gae Lembcke

Secretary

             

X
Mike Weller 

Chair/Commissioner 

 
 

 

(SEE MINUTE BOOK AT THE REPUBLIC HALL FOR SIGNATURES) 
 


